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The Christmas spirit could be seen and felt throughout the holiday season 
at Epiphany.  Celebrating Jesus’s birth in our new faith home only added 
to the excitement.  Epiphany’s tradition of a children-led Christmas Eve 
service continued to be one of the highlights, but there were many other 
festive activities.   
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Christmas Eve Participants 

Mary—Keegan  

Joseph—Ripper 

Lead Angel—Scarlett  

Angels— Abby, Alice, Cheyanne, Dante, Gabriel,  

    Hudson, Jack, and James 

Drummer boy— Brody  

Collect—Keegan 

Reader—Zavian 

Psalm—Lexi  

Gospel—Bobby, Lexi and Thomas 

Musicians— Brendan, Bobby, Emily, Haley,  Zavian   

Homily—Emily, Haley, Tristen, Zach, and Zia 
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A big thanks to Sue Racicot for doing a wonderful job 
coordinating this special evening. 



     The Director of Epiphany’s 
Church School, Gina Kistle, brought 
Christmas cheer to 132 needy 
families by spearheading a very 
successful fundraiser that raised 
$9,000.  These funds, which were 
raised by Gina and her American 
Public Works Association 
coworkers, were used to purchase 
toys, coats, shoes, and gift cards 
for the residents of Neighborhood 
Housing Services of Southern 
Nevada, a non-profit that rents 
one, two, and three bedroom units 
to hard-working, low-income 
families.   
     With a “Ho! Ho! Ho! and Merry 

Christmas,” Santa (also known as Gina’s 
boss) and Mrs. Claus (Gina herself) were 
able to deliver the much-needed items to 
extremely grateful people.  It was so 
rewarding for everyone present to see 
the children’s little faces light up as they 
reached into Santa’s bag and pull out a 
brand new coat, shoes, and a special toy!   

Neighborhood Housing Services of 
Southern Nevada’s purpose is to pro-

vide affordable housing and education 
to promote future home ownership 

for southern Nevada families living at 
or below 60% of the average house-
hold income.  For more information 

on their services, visit www.nwsn.org. 

Epiphany’s Very Own Mrs. Claus 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry would like to thank 

Carol Confino for providing the venue for their 

Christmas party.  Everyone had a great time 

laughing, eating and exchanging gifts.   

Epiphany's first ever holiday gift fair, held on 

December 5, was a success!  Not only did it help make 

people aware of Epiphany in our new community, but 

it also raised more than $1,200 to further improve 

Epiphany's ability to expand through 

marketing.  Thank you to all who worked so hard, 

especially Susan Baker and Cindy Berg, the co-chairs 

of the event.      

Holiday Gift Fair 
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Feast of the Epiphany Annual Chili Dinner  

Wow! What a crowd we had for Epiphany’s annual chili 

dinner!  Every square inch of space was used in the 

meeting room to accommodate almost 50+ people, 

eight different types of chili, cornbread, salad and 

desserts.   

After Fr. Charles Sakin opened the evening with a prayer 

for Epiphany and the hands that prepared the food the 

night, the room was filled with full bellies and 

fellowship. 

Bill Kohn, Jr. Warden spoke on behalf of the Vestry and 

congregation and said it was bittersweet that this would 

be Fr. Dale Augustin’s last chili dinner (in anticipation of 

Epiphany getting a new priest in 2016).  Fr. Dale 

responded, “I’m not sure about that.  When               

Betty-Jeanne asked me to be Interim Priest she said it 

would be 6-12 months and three years later, here I 

stand!”   

Betty-Jeanne, Sr. Warden presented tokens of 

Epiphany’s appreciation to Fr. Augustin and Fr. Sakin. 

“We have two wonderful clergy here at Epiphany,” said 

Betty-Jeanne.  “We thank God each day they are our 

spiritual leaders.”  

As is our tradition, Susan Baker, Treasurer presented 

Sharon and Bob Banta their pledge pins for being first 

time pledgers.  “If anyone else would like a pledge pin, 

just fill out the yellow pledge card and I will be happy to 

give them one,” said Susan. 

A special thanks to Kris Kohn who organized the tables, 

set the place settings, and ensured multiple times that 

there were enough seats for everyone.    Also, thank you 

to the gentlemen who moved the tables and folding 

chairs. 

We look forward to next year’s annual chili dinner which 

will be under the leadership of Diane Jamison.  Diane 

wants to ensure the ongoing success of the dinner, so 

when she asks for help next year we hope you say “I 

would be happy to do so.” 
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Banding Together for Our Children’s Education 

Nevadans for the Common Good (NCG) came together on December 1st at 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church to discuss how we, as an organization, can help 

with the severe teacher shortage in Clark County – 780 teachers 

short!   This shortage is 80% in our Title 1 schools (very poor schools) 

where good teachers are so important. 

NCG identified four key suggestions to aid in improving southern Nevada 

education: 

· Increase salaries—did you know the average salary for a teacher in Clark 

County is $15,000 less than the national average?  Our teachers 

deserve to go from $35,000 to closer to $50,000! 

· Make retention a priority – many teachers have spoken out that moral is low, they receive no support 

and are standing alone in their overcrowded classrooms.  Rather than continuing the status quo, many 

great, highly-educated teachers are choosing to resign from their classroom and find work outside the 

county school district.  Additionally,  teachers with master’s degrees and years of experience are asked 

to start over like they were a brand new teacher. 

· Create Administrative Efficiencies— rather than spending time in the classroom teaching, teachers are 

having to complete unnecessary or repetitive administrative paperwork.  The school district needs to 

improve how it obtains and processes administrative documentation.  

· Audit Education Spending – where are the millions of dollars going?  One NCG member has been placed 

on a brand new board to explore the answer! 

Four of the seven Clark County School Board members are up for re-election.  NCG is scheduling meetings 

with these individuals to see who will back NCG suggestions.   Rather than accepting the Clark County 

Board of Education and the Governor’s office party-line of “we have always had a teacher shortage,” we 

want a five-year plan developed that will correct this situation for current and future students. 

Farewell Oneys 

In December, Anne and Jim 

Oney made the move to the 

east coast to be closer to 

other members of their 

family.  Epiphany appreciates 

all that they have done to 

make our faith community a 

better place, including 

producing the newsletter for 

many years.  They will be 

missed!  

We Three Kings 

The Feast of the Epiphany was celebrated 

Sunday, January 3. The three kings sang as they 

entered the Nave—Thomas, Ripper, Bobby. 
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Kenzleigh Marie Fallin 

Baptized January 10, 2016 

Granddaughter to Mark and Shawn Woolworth 

We Welcome Our 

Newest Members 

Arya Elizabeth Lowry 

Baptized December 27, 2015 

Granddaughter to Peter and Kathy Steinbrenner 

Annual Meeting—The Year of Anticipation 

On January 24th, the 12th Annual Meeting was called to order by Sr. Warden, 

Betty-Jeanne Cousins with over 50 people in attendance.  Our Sr. Warden 

summed up the year of 2015 – “The Year of Anticipation.”    We moved into 

our new space, it was dedicated, consecrated and Confirmation was held – 

all in 49 days!   Up next for 2016….hiring a priest! 

A major theme of the Sr. Warden’s annual review was appreciation.  She 

thanked the Website Ministry for keeping the site fresh with information, Kelly Snyder for saying yes to being 

editor of our newsletter, Judy Koehn for her work at the EpiCenter on the Parkway, and to Helene Spaulding and 

Rosalie Marinelli for the exciting happenings in the Book Club.    More thank yous were in order for the 

Stewardship Ministry headed up by Peter and Kathy Steinbrenner, along with the 

glorious music from Epiphany’s choir. Bill Kohn, Jr. Warden was thanked and 

received grand applause for all his work this past year going from zero acres to 

7.5 in one jump.  

Susan Baker, Treasurer gave an exemplary accounting of our finances.  She 

commended the congregation on a job well done keeping pledges up to date.   

Delegates to the Diocese of Nevada 2016 Convention are Carol Wagers, Carol Shaffer, Gina Kistle and Tristen 
Guzman-Walsh (Youth Delegate).  The alternates are Carol Thoreson, Cindy Berg, and Rosalie Marinelli. 
 
In 2015, the Vestry voted to increase its members from 9 to 11.  Staggered terms for new members will ensure 

six member’s terms do not expire at the same time. 

Vestry Election! 

Susan Baker, Gina Kistle, Cindy Berg and Scott Luttenegger - three year terms 
Shawn Woolworth - two year term 

Carol Haley - one year term 
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Sr. Warden     Betty-Jeanne Cousins 

Jr. Warden     Bill Kohn 

Treasurer     Susan Baker 

Clerk      Gina Kistle 

Stewardship Liaison    Kristen Makhanthini 

Outreach Liaison     Betty-Jeanne Cousins 

Evangelism Liaison    Betty-Jeanne Cousins 

Care & Calling Liaison    Cindy Berg 

Hospitality Liaison     Laura Cannon 

Worship Liaison    Elsa Torgerson 

Vestry 2015 

Priest in Charge: The Rev. Dale Augustin 

Deacon: The Rev. Sam Morford 

Upcoming Events 

Feb 9 - 5:30 pm Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Feb 10 - Noon  Ash Wednesday Service 

Feb 18 - 6 –8 pm Weekly Lenten Study Begins – 

   Heart Whispers by E. Canhan 

February 28  Quarterly Newcomer’s Brunch 

 “I love coming to Epiphany!  

It is a happy church.”  

- A newcomer  

 

 
 

10450 Gilespie St 

 Las Vegas, NV 89183 

702.693.4100 

www.nvepiphany.org     

www.facebook.com/nvepiphany 
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Submit articles and newsletter topics to  

nvepiphanynews@gmail.com 
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