
 

 

 
Sunday, February 2, 2025- The Presentation of Our Lord 

Processional Hymn       Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates            (H 436 v 1,2,3,5) 
1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits! The King of kings 
is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here.                                                                                               
2 O blest the land, the city blest, where Christ the ruler is confessed! O happy hearts and 
happy homes to whom this King of triumph comes!                                                            
3 Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart from earthly use for 
heaven's employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy.                                                   
5 So come, my Sovereign; enter in! Let new and nobler life begin; thy Holy Spirit guide 
us on, until the glorious crown be won. 
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People:      And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly 
King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks ,we praise you 
for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone 
are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father, Amen.   (S-280) 
 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.                   People:   And also with you.  
 
Celebrant:    Let us Pray 
Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this 
day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts 
by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A Reading from the Book of Malachi                              3:1-4 
Thus says the Lord, See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant 
in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure 
the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
The Word of the Lord.     People Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm 84 
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! My soul has a desire and longing for 
the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
2 The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her 
young; by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! they will always be praising you. 
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! whose hearts are set on the 
pilgrims' way. 
5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, for the early rains 
have covered it with pools of water. 
6 They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will reveal himself in 
Zion. 
7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; hearken, O God of Jacob. 
8 Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your Anointed. 
9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, and to stand at 
the threshold of the house of my God than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; he will give grace and glory; 
11 No good thing will the Lord withhold from those who walk with integrity. 
12 O Lord of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you! 
 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews                                                           2:14-18 
Since God's children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the same 
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that 
is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 
For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 
Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might 
be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement 
for the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able 
to help those who are being tested. 
The Word of the Lord.       People Thanks be to God. 



 

 

Gradual Hymn                   Sing of Mary, pure and lowly                                (H 277 v 1) 
1. Sing of Mary, pure and lowly, virgin mother undefiled; sing of God’s own Son most holy, 
who became her little child. Fairest child of fairest mother, God the Lord who came to 
earth, Word may flesh, our very brother, takes our nature by his birth. 
 
Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke   2:22-40 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ  
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of 
Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered 
a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons." Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, "Master, now you 
are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." And the child's father and mother were 
amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 
mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed-- and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too." There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left 
the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for 
the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of 
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.             People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

The Sermon   The Rev Susan Plucker 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.   
 
Prayers of the People  
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;  
That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who need healing and comfort. And all who suffer from any 
grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
We commend to your mercy all who have died. Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your 
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of 
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



 

 

Absolution 
The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.       People: And also with you. 
 
Celebrations of Life – Welcome visitors – Blessings, Birthdays, and Anniversaries 
For a Birthday 
Watch over your child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he 
may be. Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; 
raise him up if he falls; and in his heart may your peace which passes understand abide 
all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
For an Anniversary 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these 
your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and 
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen 

 
The Holy Communion 

Gluten free communion is available. 
 
Presentation of the Elements 
 
Offertory Anthem                         Abba! Father!                                  Rev. Carey Land  
 
Presentation of Offering        Doxology                                                                     
O friends, in gladness let us sing, supernal anthems echoing, Alleluia, alleluia! To God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia! alleluia! 
 
The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A 
Celebrant:   The Lord be with you      
People:   And also with you 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts      
People: We lift them to the Lord 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
 
 



 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Therefore, we praise you, joining our 
voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
Santo, santo, santo, mi corazon te adora! Mi corazon te sabe decir: santo eres 
Señor. Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! My heart is glad to say the 
words: you are holy, Lord. Santo, santo, santo, mi corazon te adora! Mi corazon te 
sabe decir: santo eres Señor.  (WLP 785) 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, 
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.   Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and  
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 
AMEN. 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say;  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



 

 

The Breaking of the Bread  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us 
keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. (S-155) 
Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

Communion Hymn          I come with joy to meet my Lord                                 (H 304) 
1. I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free, in awe and wonder to recall 
his life laid down for me. 
2. I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, the new community of love 
in Christ's communion bread. 
3. As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. The love that made 
us makes us one, and strangers now are friends. 
4. And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence, always near, is in such friendship 
better known: we see and praise him here. 
5. Together met, together bound, we'll go our different ways and as his people in the world 
we'll live and speak his praise. 
 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
Recessional Hymn          O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling       (H 539 v 1,2,4) 
1 O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling, to tell to all the world that God is Light; that he 
who made all nations is not willing one soul should fail to know his love and might. 
Refrain: Publish glad tidings: tidings of peace, tidings of Jesus, redemption and 
release. 
2 Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation that God, in whom they live and move, is 
Love; tell how he stooped to save his lost creation, and died on earth that all might live 
above. Refrain 
4 He comes again! O Zion, ere thou meet him, make known to every heart his saving 
grace; let none whom he hath ransomed fail to greet him, through thy neglect, unfit to see 
his face. Refrain 
 
Dismissal:  
Celebrant:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.                                   
People:        Thanks be to God. 
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Sr. Warden: Mary Ellen Howey             Jr. Warden:  Mannie Makhathini 
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                 David Graf      Kristen Lavachek      David Lynch      Deborah Sullivan 

 

Announcements 

Interim Priest: Fr Robert Antony Rhodes will be joining Epiphany as Interim Priest 
in mid-February.  There is information about Fr Rob is in the Narthex. 

Vestry Meeting: The Vestry will hold a brief meeting Sunday, February 16th at 
11:15 am. All are welcome to attend. 

Women of Epiphany Bible Study: We meet each Wednesday evening at 6:00 
pm in Classroom B. All women aged 10 and up are welcome to join us for a light 
supper and great conversation! More information may be found in the Narthex.  

Morning Prayer: Morning Prayer on Fridays at 10 am is open to all.  The 
Daughters of the King will lead, but anyone may attend.  

Service Project: The Daughters of the King sponsor a service on Saturdays at 10 
am in Merrill Gardens.   More volunteers to assist are needed- anyone can 
volunteer.  Please reach out to Mary Nicholson for more information.  

Family Promise: Our family is currently in need of Size 5 diapers, Bub's Goat Milk 
Formula, Beachnut Baby Oatmeal Cereal and Gas cards.  Please place your 
donations in the box marked Family Promise in the Narthex and give your gas 
cards to Anita or Betty-Jeanne.  Thank you for your generosity!   

Please send any announcements for the bulletin and newsletter at admin@nvepiphany.org 
Our mission is to create and nurture disciples to share our journey to know and to love 

Jesus Christ. 
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