EFEIPHANY

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sunday, December 1, 2024-First Sunday in Advent

Processional Hymn Lo! He comes with clouds descending (H 57 1,3,4)
1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, once for our salvation slain; thousand, thousand
saints attending swell the triumph of his train: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ the Lord
returns to reign.

3. Those dear tokens of his passion still his dazzling body bears, cause of endless
exultation to his ransomed worshipers; with what rapture, with what rapture, with what
rapture, gaze we on those glorious scars!

4 Yea, amen! let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne; Savior, take the power and
glory; claim the kingdom for thine own: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Thou shalt reign, and
thou alone.

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candle- Hope

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Let us Pray

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will fulfill the promise | made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time | will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is
the name by which it will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness."

The Word of the Lord. People Thanks be to God.



Psalm 25:1-9

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, | put my trust in you; *let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; let the treacherous be disappointed in
their schemes.

3 Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you
have | trusted all the day long.

5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me
according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

8 He guides the humble in doing right and teaches his way to the lowly.

9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness to those who keep his covenant and
his testimonies.

A Reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians. 3:9-13
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the
seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed
us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. Look! He is coming with the
clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the
tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “| am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the
Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty

The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding (H 59 v1)
1.Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding. "Christ is nigh," it seems to say; "Cast away the works
of darkness, O ye children of the day."

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 21:25-36
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great
glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near." Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and
all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that



the kingdom of God is near. Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away until all
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away. "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.
For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times,
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and
to stand before the Son of Man."

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev Peter Steinbrenner

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.



Have compassion on those who need healing and comfort. And all who suffer from any
grief or trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.

We commend to your mercy all who have died. Give to the departed eternal rest.

Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution
The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. People: And also with you.

Blessing of the Pledge Cards

Celebrations of Life — Welcome visitors — Blessings, Birthdays, and Anniversaries
For a Birthday

Watch over your child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he
may be. Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful;
raise him up if he falls; and in his heart may your peace which passes understand abide
all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For an Anniversary

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these
your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

The Holy Communion
Gluten free communion is available.

Presentation of the Elements

Offertory Anthem Waiting For Bethlehem’s Light Mary McDonald



Presentation of Offering Doxology

O friends, in gladness let us sing, supernal anthems echoing, Alleluia, alleluia! To God
the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia! alleluia!

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer C
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The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and
praise.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar
space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth,
our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed
us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But
we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one
another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only
Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom
and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles,
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Santo, santo, santo, mi corazon te adora! Mi corazon te sabe decir: santo eres
Senor. Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! My heart is glad to say the
words: you are holy, Lord. Santo, santo, santo, mi corazon te adora! Mi corazon te
sabe decir: santo eres Sernor. (WLP 785)



And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave
it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving, We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his
coming.

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us
from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from
generation to generation. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say;

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us
keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. (S-155)

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.



Communion Hymn Steal Away (LEVAS 103)
Refrain: Steal away, steal away, steal away to Jesus! Steal away, steal away home,
I ain’t got long to stay here!

1 My Lord calls me, He calls me by the thunder; The trumpet sounds within-a my soul, |
ain’t got long to stay here. Refrain

2 Green trees are bending, Poor sinner stands a-trembling; The trumpet sounds within-a
my soul, | ain’t got long to stay here. Refrain

3 Tomb stones are bursting, Poor sinner stands a-trembling; The trumpet sounds within-
a my soul, | ain’t got long to stay here. Refrain

4 My Lord calls me, He calls me by the lightning, The trumpet sounds within-a my soul,

| ain’t got long to stay here. Refrain

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Recessional Hymn Hail to the Lord's Anointed (H616 v 1,4,5)
1 Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son! Hail, in the time appointed,

his reign on earth begun! He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free;

to take away transgression, and rule in equity

4 Kings shall bow down before him, and gold and incense bring; all nations shall adore
him, his praise all people sing; to him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend;

his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.

5 O'er every foe victorious, he on his throne shall rest; from age to age more glorious,

all blessing and all blest; the tide of time shall never his covenant remove; his Name shall
stand for ever, his changeless Name of Love.

Dismissal:
Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People: Thanks be to God.
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Announcements

Celebration of Life for Richard Schwaner: This will be held at the Veterans Memorial in
Boulder City on Dec. 4th at 12:00 noon.

A Gratitude Open House: All are invited! We thank you for being a part of Epiphany
Episcopal Church. This will be on Saturday December 7" 3 pm to 5 pm in the Parish Hall.
Please sign up in the Narthex.

Gingerbread House: Please join us to decoration your own Gingerbread House in the
Parish Hall after the 10am service on Sunday December 8th. All are welcome — children
and adults. Please RSVP on the sign up sheet in the Narthex so we know how many
houses to bring — all supplies are provided!

Winter Wonderland: If you wish to donate towards the Outreach project for Church
School gift cards please do so by Dec. 8™. If you are interested in attending please pick
up the 1/2 sheet and sign up on the clipboard. Please see Betty-Jeanne if you have any
questions.

Family Promise: Please consider donating (new) toys, warm clothes or gift cards for the
children and teens served by Family Promise. We love to see children smile! We are also
accepting wrapping paper, gift bags and wrapping supplies so parents can wrap their
children’s gifts. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts, in advance, for your
generosity and support. Please drop off in the Narthex in the Christmas Box due on or
before Sunday December 8th.

Advent Study: Please join us for the advent study: “People, Look East: Welcoming
Christmas”. This will be Sundays at 9 am in the Parish Hall on December 1, 8, 15, 22.

Lessons & Carols: Come and celebrate the joyous season of waiting and the birth of our
Savior, Jesus Christ, with an inspiring evening of the spoken word, song, and dance.
Together, we will reflect on the hope, peace, joy, and love that this season brings.
Date & Time: December 15, 2024 at 4:00 pm

Christmas Poinsettia: Please fill out PINK flower slip for Poinsettia ($30) and attach
check or cash and give to Betty-Jeanne or put in the offering plate.

Please send any announcements for the bulletin and newsletter at
admin@nvepiphany.org

Our mission is to create and nurture disciples to share our journey to know and to
love Jesus Christ

Epiphany Episcopal Church 10450 Gilespie Street - Las Vegas, NV 89183 702-693-4100
Parish Adm: 702-806-8241 www.nvepiphany.org
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