Eﬁ’IPHANY

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sunday, December 29, 2024- The First Sunday after Christmas

Processional Hymn Good Christian friends, rejoice (H 107)
1. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; give ye heed to what we
say: Jesus Christ is born today; ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger
now. Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; now ye hear of endless
bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this! He hath opened heaven's door, and we are blest for
evermore. Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; now ye need not fear
the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls you all to gain his
everlasting hall. Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly
King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks ,we praise
you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you
alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father, Amen.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us Pray

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that
this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 61:10-62:3
| will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as
a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to
spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all
the nations. For Zion's sake | will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake | will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The
nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by
a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

The Word of the Lord. People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:13-21

13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion;

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; he has blessed your children
within you.

15 He has established peace on your borders; he satisfies you with the finest wheat.

16 He sends out his command to the earth, and his word runs very swiftly.

17 He gives snow like wool; he scatters hoarfrost like ashes.

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; who can stand against his cold?

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; he blows with his wind, and the waters flow.
20 He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and his judgments to Israel.

21 He has not done so to any other nation; to them he has not revealed his judgments.
Hallelujah!

A Reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would
be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might
be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying, "Abbal Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and
if a child then also an heir, through God

The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God.



Gradual Hymn What Child is this who laid to rest (H115v 2)
2. Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christian, fear:
for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. This, this is Christ the King whom shepherds
guard and angels sing, haste, haste, to bring Him laud The Babe, the Son of Mary.

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 1:1-18
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but
he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out,
"This was he of whom | said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.™) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him
known.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev James Wallis

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.



With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;

That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;

That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;

That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who need healing and comfort. And all who suffer from any
grief or trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.

We commend to your mercy all who have died. Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your
Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Absolution

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The Holy Communion
Gluten free communion is available.

Presentation of the Elements



Presentation of Offering Doxology

O friends, in gladness let us sing, supernal anthems echoing, Alleluia, alleluia! To God
the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia! alleluia!

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant: The Lord be with you

People: And also with you

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts

People: We lift them to the Lord

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise

Itis right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn
to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! My heart is glad to say the
words: you are holy, Lord.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the
cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and
at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say;

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia.

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn Of the Father's love begotten (H 82)
1 Of the Father's love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, he is Alpha and Omega,

he the source, the ending he, of the things that are, that have been, and that future years
shall see, evermore and evermore!

2 O that birth for ever blessed, when the Virgin, full of grace, by the Holy Ghost conceiving,
bore the Savior of our race; and the Babe, the world's Redeemer, first revealed his sacred
face, evermore and evermore!

3 Let the heights of heaven adore him; angel hosts, his praises sing; powers, dominions,
bow before him, and extol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice
in concert ring, evermore and evermore!

4 Christ, to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and
high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be; honor, glory and dominion, and eternal
victory, evermore and evermore!

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Blessing

Recessional Hymn Go tell it on the mountain (H 99)
Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go tell it on the
mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

1. While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, behold, throughout the
heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain

2. The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain

3. Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation that
blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

Dismissal:

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People: Thanks be to God



2024 Vestry
Sr. Warden: Mary Ellen Howey Jr. Warden: Mannie Makhathini
Clerk: Heather Bowman Treasurer: Ed McGarry

David Graf  Kristen Lavachek  David Lynch  Deborah Sullivan

Announcements

Interim Priest: Fr Robert Antony Rhodes will be joining Epiphany as Interim Priest
in mid-February. Information about Fr Rob is in the Narthex.

Epicenter Food Drive: This Christmas season we at Epiphany are thankful for
the many people who donate so generously to our food pantry. Sadly, we have
an uptick in clients who have no means of cooking their own food. Therefore, we
ask for all kinds of non-perishable food that does not require cooking. Cans with
pull-tops are especially appreciated. Let's make this a merry Christmas for all
God's children!

Women of Epiphany Bible Study: The Bible study will meet each Wednesday
evening at 6:00 pm starting January 8th, in classroom. All women aged 10 and up
are welcome to join. Information may be found in the Narthex. Please contact
Katherine Zagajeski if you have a question.

Please send any announcements for the bulletin and newsletter at
admin@nvepiphany.org

Our mission is to create and nurture disciples to share our journey to know
and to love Jesus Christ

Epiphany Episcopal Church 10450 Gilespie Street - Las Vegas, NV 89183
702-693-41
Parish Adm: 702-806-8241 www.nvepiphany.org
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