
Sunday September 17, 2023 
Processional            Praise, my soul, the King of heaven        (H 410)

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; to his feet thy tribute bring; ransomed,
healed, restored, forgiven, evermore his praises sing: Alleluia, alleluia! Praise
the everlasting King.
2. Praise him for his grace and favor to his people in distress; praise him still the
same as ever, slow to chide, and swift to bless: Alleluia, alleluia! Glorious in this
faithfulness.
3. Father-like he tends and spares us; well our feeble frame he knows; in his 
hand he gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes. Alleluia, alleluia! Widely 
yet his mercy flows.                                                                                                

4. Angels, help us to adore him; ye behold him face to face; sun and moon,
bow down before him, dwellers all in time and space. Alleluia, alleluia! Praise
with us the God of grace.

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Glory to God  (S 280)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God,
heavenly King,  almighty God and Father,  we worship you,  we give you
thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have
mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.    
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.                                   

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that
your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
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A Reading from the book of Genesis. 50:15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did
to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of
the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as
your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of
God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them,
speaking kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 103:8-13                                                               
8. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *slow to anger and of great 
kindness.
9. He will not always accuse us, *nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10. He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *nor rewarded us 
according to our wickedness. 
11. For as the heavens are high above the earth, *so is his mercy great upon 
those who fear him. 
12. As far as the east is from the west, *so far has he removed our sins from 
us.
13. As a father cares for his children, *so does the Lord care for those who 
fear him. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain,  and those who abstain
must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who
are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that
they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.  Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all
days to  be  alike.  Let  all  be fully  convinced in  their  own minds.  Those who
observe the day, observe it  in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in
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honor of  the Lord,  since they give thanks to God;  while  those who abstain,
abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on
your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For
we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, "As I live,
says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to
God."  So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

 Gospel Hymn: Lord, make us servants of your peace (H5 93v.3)

Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek to be consoled, but to console, nor look to
understanding hearts, but look for hearts to understand.

Clergy: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew          18:21-35             
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
Peter came and said to Jesus,  “Lord, if  another member of  the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished
to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord
ordered  him  to  be  sold,  together  with  his  wife  and  children  and  all  his
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you
owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison
until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that
had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my

3



heavenly Father will  also do to every one of you, if  you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”
Clergy: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Reverend Rick O’Brien

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the  Father.   Through  him  all  things  were  made.  For  us  and  for  our
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third  day  he rose  again  in  accordance  with  the Scriptures;  he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

Prayers of the People

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; That 
your Name may be glorified by all people.
We  pray  for  all  bishops,  priests,  and  deacons;  That  they  may  be  faithful
ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; That 
there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; That our works may find 
favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; That they may 
be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest; Let light perpetual shine upon them.
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We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; May we also come to 
share in your heavenly kingdom.

Celebrant: O Holy God, we ask you to hear our prayers as you breathe your life-
giving Spirit into the congregations of Grace and Epiphany, calling us to join 
together in mission for the spreading of the Gospel: Show us the people to whom
we should go and the path we should travel; help us to understand the deep 
longings of their hearts, and enable us to feed them through the living presence 
of Jesus Christ our Savior, in whose power we set forth and in whose Name we 
pray. Amen. 

Let us confess our sins to God.
Most  merciful  God,  we  confess  that  we  have  sinned  against  you  in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.                                                                           

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  People: And also with you

Offertory:        Remember Me R. Kevin Boesiger

Presentation of Offering                                                                                        

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost. Amen.
                                               

The Holy Communion
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It  is right to give our thanks and
praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of
light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

Santo, santo, santo [Holy, holy, holy] (WLP 785)
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! My heart is glad to say
the words you are holy, Lord.
Santo, santo, santo, mi corazon te adora! Mi corazon te sabe decir: santo
eres Señor.
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! My heart is glad to say
the words you are holy, Lord.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the  memorial  of  our  redemption,  O Father,  in  this  sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts. 
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 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the
joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily
bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For
thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and the glory,  for ever and ever.
Amen.      

Alleluia.  Christ  our Passover is sacrificed for us;  Therefore let us keep the
feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn:       Humbly I adore thee   (H314)
1.  Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen, who thy glory hidest 'neath these 
shadows mean; lo, to thee surrendered, my whole heart is bowed, tranced as 
it beholds thee, shrined within the cloud.
2. Taste and touch and vision to discern thee fail; faith, that comes by hearing,
pierces through the veil. I believe whate'er the Son of God hath told; what the 
Truth hath spoken, that for truth I hold.
3.O memorial wondrous of the Lord's own death; living Bread that givest all 
thy creatures breath, grant my spirit ever by thy life may live, to my taste thy 
sweetness never-failing give.
4. Jesus, whom now hidden, I by faith behold, what my soul doth long for, that 
thy word foretold: face to face thy splendor, I at last shall see, in the glorious 
vision, blessed Lord, of thee.                                                                               
Let us pray.                                                                                                           
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve
you  with  gladness  and  singleness  of  heart;  through  Christ  our  Lord.
Amen.

Recessional:  All creatures of our God and King         (H 400)
1. All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voices, let us sing: Alleluia,
alleluia!
Bright burning sun with golden beams, pale silver moon that gently gleams,   
Refrain:  O praise him, O praise him, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   
4. Dear mother earth,  you day by day unfold your blessings on our way, O
praise him, Alleluia! All flowers and fruits that in you grow, let them his glory
also show: (Refrain)                                           
5. All you with mercy in your heart, forgiving others, take your part, O sing now: 
Alleluia! All you that pain and sorrow bear, praise God, and cast on him your 
care: (Refrain)
7. Let all things their creator bless, and worship him in humbleness, O praise 
him, Alleluia! Praise God the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, Three
in One:   (Refrain)                                 

Dismissal: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.   People: Thanks be to God.

                                                        

Our mission is to create and nurture disciples to share our journey to know and to love Jesus
Christ

10450 Gilespie St. Las Vegas NV.  89183 / www.nvepiphany.org / email-  2015epiphany@ gmail.com 

Phone: 702-693-4100
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Calendar
Monday 6:30 PM Al-Anon – Support for those around someone afflicted by the 

disease of addiction                                                                                    
Tuesday 9 AM Tuesday Tune-up – Scripture reflections from our clergy on 

Facebook and YouTube

Thursday 6:30 PM Centering Prayer (Zoom – an oasis of quiet contemplation 
done  together with time for silent reflection) Contact 
lauracanon@yahoo.com

Friday 10 AM    Morning Prayer with Daughters of the King (Live) 

 Friday 10:30 AM Alzheimer’s / Dementia /Memory Support Group  at the 
Epiphany campus. Contact Gary Hails 702-884-7050

Sunday 8 AM Holy Eucharist (Live – spoken, contemplative)
9 AM Faith Matters (Live and Facebook)

9:45 AM Church School for youth, nursery care is available as well
10 AM Holy Eucharist  (Live and live stream) A lively, family 

friendly service with music

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Don’t Be a Scam Victim
Fr Rick is not stranded in upstate New York and he has not texted you and asked

you to contact him. There is a scam going around via text asking for a favor. 
The first clue is a 585 area code (upstate New York). The second clue is that it
is from “Pastor Rick O’Brien”. Please do not respond to these texts.

September is Suicide Prevention Month 
Nevada has a new tool to help combat this growing health problem in our 

community:  DIAL 988 on your phone.  Make that lifesaving call for yourself or 
a loved one.  Pick up a flyer in the Narthex to learn the warning signs and 
what you can do to help. If you are in crisis, Dial 988.  If you know someone in 
crisis, Dial 988, help keep them safe, and follow up.  Calls to 988 are 
confidential and free of charge.  Remember:  Don't wait, call 988.
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Blessing of the Animals - Simunye style!
Please join us on Saturday September 30 from 9 to 11 AM at Wilbur and

Teresa Faiss Park (7025 S. Fort Apache Rd).  There will be crafts and
games for the kids, a pet specific liturgy, a skit by the kids, individual pet
blessings  by  the  clergy,  food  and  fun  for  all.   This  will  be  our  first
opportunity for the people of Grace and the people of Epiphany to come
together with the community as we bring the gospel into the world.  Come
and be part of it! 

Simunye Discernment Group
All are invited to join Deacon Erica for an 11-week book study to launch our

Simunye  Discernment  Group!  We  will  read  and  discuss  Joining  God,
Remaking Church,  Changing the World.  The group will  meet  on Zoom
Monday evenings, 6:30-8pm, beginning Oct. 2. Contact Deacon Erica for
Zoom link: (505) 818-7071 or TheRev.Roz@gmail.com

Refugee Resettlement Needs

 Won’t you help with our Outreach Refugee Resettlement Program? Current
needs  are  Toilet  paper,  tissues  (Kleenex)  and  paper  towels  See  Betty-
Jeanne and Kristen for more details or Questions

St. Jude’s Ranch Collection

Currently, St Jude’s is collecting baby things. Some new babies have arrived on 
campus so diapers, nursery items, wipes. Etc.  

 Epicenter Food collection is Underway

. For September we would like to concentrate on peanut butter and jelly … a 
perfect lunch or after school snack for the children.  Thank you in advance 
for donating these items to the basket in the narthex labeled Epicenter Food 
Bank”.                                                                                                                    
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