
Sunday September 3, 2023 
Processional            Joyful, joyful, we adore thee        (H 376)

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; hearts unfold like flowers
before thee, praising thee, their sun above. Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive
the dark of doubt away; giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.
2. All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays, stars and
angels sing around thee,  center  of  unbroken praise.  Field  and forest,  vale and
mountain, blooming meadow, flashing sea, chanting bird and flowing fountain, call
us to rejoice in thee.
3. Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, well-spring of the joy of
living, ocean-depth of happy rest! Thou our Father, Christ our Brother: all who live
in love are thine; teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Glory to God  (S 280)
Glory  to  God in  the  highest,  and peace  to  his  people  on earth.  Lord God,
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you
are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer. For you alone
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.    
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.                                   

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our
hearts  the  love  of  your  Name;  increase  in  us  true  religion;  nourish  us  with  all
goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

A Reading from the book of Jeremiah.
O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on
my persecutors.  In  your  forbearance  do  not  take  me away;  know that  on  your
account I  suffer insult.  Your words were found, and I  ate them, and your words
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became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O
Lord, God of hosts. I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. Why
is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to
me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. Therefore, thus says the Lord: If you
turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is
precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will
turn to you, not you who will  turn to them. And I will  make you to this people a
fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. I will deliver you out of
the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 26:1-8                                                               
1. Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; *I have trusted in 
the Lord and have not faltered. 
2. Test me, O Lord, and try me; *examine my heart and my mind.
3. For your love is before my eyes; *I have walked faithfully with you. 
4. I have not sat with the worthless, *nor do I consort with the deceitful. 
5. I have hated the company of evildoers; *I will not sit down with the wicked.
6. I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, *that I may go in procession round 
your altar, 
7. Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving *and recounting all your wonderful 
deeds.
8. Lord, I love the house in which you dwell *and the place where your glory 
abides.

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 12:9-21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not
be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do
not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it
is  possible, so far as it  depends on you, live peaceably with all.  Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance
is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if
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they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning
coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

 Gospel Hymn: Lord, make us servants of your peace (H 593 v.1)

Lord, make us servants of your peace: where there is hate, may we sow love;
where there is hurt, may we forgive; where there is strife, may we make one.

Clergy: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew          16:21-28         
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and
on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and said
to Peter,  “Get  behind me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block to  me; for  you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in
return for their life? 
“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing
here  who  will  not  taste  death  before  they  see  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  his
kingdom.”
Clergy: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Reverend Erica Rozolsky

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true
God  from  true  God,  begotten,  not  made,  of  one  Being  with  the  Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and
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the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the
Prophets.  We  believe  in  one  holy  catholic  and  apostolic  church.  We
acknowledge  one  baptism  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins.  We  look  for  the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

Prayers of the People
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; That your 
Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; That they may be faithful ministers
of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; That there 
may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; That our works may find 
favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; That they may be 
delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest; Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; May we also come to 
share in your heavenly kingdom.
Celebrant: O Holy God, we ask you to hear our prayers as you breathe your life-
giving Spirit into the congregations of Grace and Epiphany, calling us to join together 
in mission for the spreading of the Gospel: Show us the people to whom we should 
go and the path we should travel; help us to understand the deep longings of their 
hearts, and enable us to feed them through the living presence of Jesus Christ our 
Savior, in whose power we set forth and in whose Name we pray. Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to God.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your
will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.                                                                           
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The peace of the Lord be always with you.  People: And also with you

Offertory Hymn:        Will you come and follow me (WLP 757)   
1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will you go where you don't 
know and never be the same? Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my Name 
be known? Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?
3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? Will you set the pris'ner free 
and never be the same? Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen?
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?
5. Christ, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. Let me turn and 
follow you and never be the same. In your company I'll go where your love and 
footsteps show, thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me?

Presentation of Offering                                                                                               

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
                                               The Holy Communion
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and
life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
Santo, santo, santo [Holy, holy, holy] (WLP 785)
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! My heart is glad to say the
words you are holy, Lord.
Santo, santo, santo, mi corazon te adora! Mi corazon te sabe decir: santo eres
Señor.
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you! My heart is glad to say the
words you are holy, Lord.
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die
as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his
arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice
for the whole world.
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and  said,  “Take,  eat:  This  is  my  Body,  which  is  given  for  you.  Do  this  for  the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,  resurrection,  and ascension,  we offer you
these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.      

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the feast.
Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion Hymn:       I Have Decided to Follow Jesus   (LEVAS 136)
1.  I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided to follow Jesus, I have decided 
to follow Jesus, No turning back, no turning back!
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2. Though no one join me, still I will follow, Though no one join me, still I will follow,
Though no one join me, still I will follow, No turning back, no turning back!
3. The world behind me, the cross before me, The world behind me, the cross 
before me, The world behind me, the cross before me, No turning back, no turning
back!
 Let us pray.
Eternal  God,  heavenly  Father,  you  have  graciously  accepted  us  as  living
members of  your  Son our  Savior  Jesus Christ,  and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 Recessional:  Rise up, ye saints of God         (H 551)
1. Rise up, ye saints of God! Have done with lesser things, give heart and soul and
mind and strength to serve the King of kings.            
2. Rise up, ye saints of God! His kingdom tarries long: Lord, bring the day of truth
and love and end the night of wrong.
3. Lift high the cross of Christ! Tread where his feet have trod; and quickened by the
Spirit's power, rise up, ye saints of God!                                                  

Dismissal: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.   People: Thanks be to God.

                                                                                                      

Calendar
Monday 6:30 PM Al-Anon – Support for those around someone afflicted by the 

disease of addiction                                                                                    
Tuesday 9 AM Tuesday Tune-up – Scripture reflections from our clergy on 

Facebook and YouTube
Thursday 6:30 PM Centering Prayer (Zoom – an oasis of quiet contemplation 

done  together with time for silent reflection) Contact 
lauracanon@yahoo.com

Friday 10 AM    Morning Prayer with Daughters of the King (Live) 
 Friday 10:30 AM Alzheimer’s / Dementia /Memory Support Group  at the 

Epiphany campus. Contact Gary Hails 702-884-7050
Sunday 8 AM Holy Eucharist (Live – spoken, contemplative)

9 AM Faith Matters (Live and Facebook)

9:45 AM Summer Education for youth (4 years and up), nursery care is 
available as well

10 AM Holy Eucharist  (Live and live stream) A lively, family  
friendly service with music
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Volunteers Needed to stay after the 10 am service to remove chairs so the carpets 
can be cleaned. We also need volunteers Saturday Sept 9 between 8:30 and 9:00 am 
to help set up for Sunday service. Sign up in the Narthex.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Church School begins September 10  th   “God’s Love Lifts Me Up”  
Registration forms are in the Narthex. Registration is on August 27th and September 3rd. 

There will be an ice cream social on September 10 following the 10:00 a.m. service

The Order of th Daughter's of the King Discernment Sept 5

Anyone interested in joining The Daughters of the King is invited to a discernment study
starting on Sept 5th at 9AM. Please order National Study Guide from the National
office at:  Phone # 770-517-8552 or  website:  www.doknational.org  Any questions
contact Mary Nicholson at 619-980-0948

Artisan Guild painting class on Saturday, September 16 from 11:00am-1:00pm.

Anyone looking for fun and relaxation join us Saturday Sept 16 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
in the Parish Hall. All ages are welcome. Fun for all levels of or no talent. Give it a try!

Episcopal Women of Nevada

Fall Tea to be held at Grace in the Desert on Sept. 16 at 10AM  to 2PM. All women are
invited.  Question  call  Mary  Nicholson  619-980-0948.  Flier  is  in  narthex  with  info
necessary to register. Pay at the door.

Blessing of the Animals
Save the date of Saturday 9/30 from 9 to 11 AM for our Simunye Blessing of the Animals.

We will  gather in a park with members of both congregations as well as the local
community for  food,  kids crafts,  liturgy and individual pet  blessings.   More info to
follow, but please mark your calendars for this great event!     

 Refugee Resettlement Needs

 Won’t  you help with our Outreach Refugee Resettlement Program? Current needs are
Toilet paper, tissues (Kleenex) and paper towels See Betty-Jeanne and Kristen for more
details or Questions

St. Jude’s Ranch Collection

Currently, St Jude’s is collecting baby things. Some new babies have arrived on campus so 
diapers, nursery items, wipes. Etc.                                                                                      
Epicenter Food collection is Underway

. For September we would like to concentrate on peanut butter and jelly … a perfect lunch or
after school snack for the children.  Thank you in advance for donating these items to 
the basket in the narthex labeled Epicenter Food Bank”.                                                 

Our mission is to create and nurture disciples to share our journey to know and to love Jesus Christ

10450 Gilespie St. Las Vegas NV.  89183 / www.nvepiphany.org / email-  2015epiphany@ gmail.com 

Phone: 702-693-4100
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